Salisbury: A Crossroads Town
Written by Jonathan Crosby, Salisbury 250 Committee member, with information from the late
George Taylor's History of Salisbury. "Fondly remembered.”

| like to think of Salisbury as a crossroads town.

The old Village is, of course, at the head of tide on the Petitcodiac River. As we know, the River
drains into the Bay of Fundy, which has the highest tides in the world; so, this is no small thing.
The Coverdale River (referred to locally as Little River) and the Pollett River (just a bit upstream)
join the Petitcodiac.

In times before roads existed, the rivers were how people travelled. The thing about travelling on
a river is that you have to deal with going against the flow when going upstream. But with the
tide coming twice-a-day to help carry you, you could come upriver with much less effort, if you
were skilled enough in your boat. Same goes for travelling down the river with the tides, too;
there even were ships built, to take advantage of the tides. This was the way the earliest, native
settlers travelled - in birch bark canoes, no less. The Petitcodiac River was also used to travel by
canoe to both Saint John and Fredericton areas by portaging. Quite a skill to ride up on the
Tidal Bore.

The Acadians, the Yorkshiremen, and the United Empire Loyalists who came later, all arrived by
boat, along with all the goods and supplies that made it here along with them.

When people started travelling on land, they naturally followed the rivers, as that was where they
had settled. These early roads started out as trails until eventually, they had to cross the river.
The tides made it hard to build and keep a bridge further downstream when it got pounded
twice a day by the fast-moving waves of water. So, they built one here and Salisbury was on its
way to being a true crossroads.

We even had an early place of accommodation, Jaques Tavern, situated to be visible from the
river and the road.

Among the roads that evolved on the north side of the river were the Westmorland Great Road -
or Post Road - linking Saint John to Nova Scotia (now known as route 106/Main St.), and the
Fredericton Road (route 112). On the south side of the river, what became the Coverdale Road
forked in two directions:

To the right, the road (now known as the Salisbury Back Road) went to the settlements on the
Pollett River. To the left, the road continued down and across the Coverdale River and forked
again:

To the left of this, it continued down the Petitcodiac. To the right, it went up the Coverdale River
(now the Mollins Road) and forked once again:

To the right, it went back across the River (now route 895) and went onto Little River and
Thriftyville (now Parkindale). To the left, it continued to Synton. Then, that road went straight
through to Nixon, Turtle Creek, Dawson, and Hillsborough. On a map, you can see how this is
quite a direct way from Salisbury to Hillsborough and is much straighter than following the
Petitcodiac all the way around the bend.

The Westmorland Rd. (now known as Main St./Route 106) became travelable enough by horse
drawn carriage that a stagecoach service linking Saint John to Nova Scotia began about 1836.



This spelled the closing of Jaques Tavern, as the stagecoach would stop overnight in Petitcodiac
instead, before moving on to Amherst the next day.

In 1860, the arrival of the European and North American Railway through the Village furthered
the transportation within Salisbury. The railway connected Saint John and Shediac/Pointe-du-
Chene, mainly to avoid sailing all the way around Nova Scotia to send goods via ship to Upper
and Lower Canada. Soon after, with the subsidies provided by the Governments for building rail
lines, these routes increased quickly. Such was the case here in 1876 when the tracks were laid
for the Albert line to Hillsborough/Albert.

It's interesting to note that the rail line ran roughly parallel to the road to Hillsborough. As rail
lines were constructed, passenger service quickly became the 'way' to travel, and a mixture of
freight and passengers for a time made these railways profitable enough to keep them
operating. This was largely before cars became very common, and for some time, passenger
trains were used extensively.

My great, great Aunt 'Bell Wilmot would take the 'coach’ to Saint John to collect land rents and
return the next day. Many people, including me, remember the Dayliner connecting to Moncton
and Saint John, and I've been told people in Boundary Creek and Allison referred to it as the
'Grey Ghost', because those Budd Cars were much quieter than the regular trains. Salisbury is still
a railway town with the rumble and whistles announcing their passing. If you live here long
enough, you won't even notice each one.

Salisbury has a connection to flying, too, other than being on a flight path to Moncton's airport.
The large number of small planes from the flight school in Moncton is a reminder of the days
when an airfield was located about where the fertilizer place is today, on Fredericton Rd. up past
the Big Stop. It was a part of Commonwealth pilot training for the Second World War. Two
houses were moved to make room for this airfield and are still in Salisbury today. One is a house
on Main St. and the other is on Fredericton Rd. Both were hauled by horses to their current
locations.

In addition to this, Hugh Campbell and Claude Taylor of the Salisbury area both reached high
levels in their flight related fields - Campbell in the Military, and Taylor through Air Canada.

The Post Rd. remained the main highway link to Saint John for many years and route 106 still
goes through Salisbury, Moncton, Dieppe, Memramcook, Dorchester, and Sackuville.

The main road to Nova Scotia is now the four-lane highway, but you can still see one part of the
old Route 6 going up the hill towards Aulac.

To the west, the 106 still goes through Riverglade and into Petitcodiac, where it is Main St. (and
is “Main St.” in many of the communities between there and Saint John.)

Of course, we now have access to the four lane Route 2 via Fredericton Rd. The four-lane has
replaced the former Trans-Canada Highway, which is now the Homestead Rd.

This transportation connection has been a boon to Salisbury, as businesses take advantage of
the access to heavy traffic flows.

Since the very beginning, Salisbury has always been a transportation hub. Evolving from
travelling along to rivers, to horse-drawn carriages; moving from the popular railway station to a
booming four-lane highway, transportation has shaped Salisbury into what it is today.

How's that for transportation!



