Agriculture History in the Salisbury region- Written by Reginald Lewis

Agriculture in Salisbury area prior to World War 2 (1939-1945) provided a large part of the
economy to the local region. A great deal of families were raised on farms and supplied
employment for a lot of people.

Most farm were mixed farms with some dairy cattle, beef cattle, pigs, chickens as well as many
fox farms.

As markets evolved such as milk processing plants, meat processing plants for beef, pork and
chicken in Moncton, farms began specializing in individual commodities to supply these
markets.

My recollections are mainly in dairy farming beginning around 1950. At this time there would
be as many as 50 milk producers shipping milk to Moncton and Saint John from the local area.
Some dairy farms where also shipping to local cheese and butter plants.

When | started hauling milk to Moncton in 1960 there was 12 farms shipping milk from the
Salisbury Road and approximately 12 from Coverdale Road to Riverview including Colpitts
Settlement. There was also at that time 13 dairy plants in the Moncton and Riverview area.

Over the next several decades farms developed into larger operations with more modern and
efficient buildings, equipment and ways of handling livestock that produced a lot more milk.

Today in this area we have 12 dairy farms and 1 major pig farm, no local dairy plants and only 1
dairy pasteurizing plant in all of New Brunswick.

| would encourage all families to take part in the annual open farm days to get an
understanding of farm life.
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