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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

 
Monday, February 9, 2026, 7:00 PM 

 
Members Present: Mayor Rob Campbell 
 Councillor Jason Gallant 
 Councillor Phyllis Bannister 
 Councillor Sarah Colwell 
 Councillor John-Wiebe Dykstra 
 Deputy Mayor Nathan O'Blenis 
 Councillor Stephanie Thorne 
  
Staff Present: Austin Henderson, CAO 
 Dianne Ayles, Clerk/Treasurer 
 Scott Landry, Assistant Clerk 

______ 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Moved by: Deputy Mayor O'Blenis 
Seconded by: Councillor Gallant 

THAT the Agenda be adopted. 

Motion Carried 
 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS 

Mayor Campbell noted that Conflict of Interest Declaration forms are available 
should any councillor need to fill one out to submit to the Clerk. 
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4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

4.1 Regular Council Meeting - Jan. 12, 2026 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Colwell 

THAT the Minutes for the Regular Council Meeting held January 12, 2026, 
be adopted. 

Motion Carried 
 

4.2 Committee of the Whole Meeting - Jan. 26, 2026 

Moved by: Councillor Gallant 
Seconded by: Councillor Dykstra 

THAT the Minutes for the Committee of the Whole Meeting held January 
26, 2026, be adopted. 

Motion Carried 
 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

There were two items on the Consent Agenda this meeting. 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor O'Blenis 

THAT Council adopt the Consent Agenda of February 9, 2026. 

Motion Carried 
 

5.1 NB Dept. Environment and Local Government, Community Funding 
Branch - Capital Renewal Fund (CRF) 

Letter from New Brunswick Local Government Minister Aaron Kennedy 
confirms Salisbury's eligibility to receive financial support for qualifying 
infrastructure renewal projects under the CRF. 

NBDELG staff have approved the Town's 2026-2029 Capital Renewal 
Plan. 

5.2 Plan360 - Development Activity Report - Salisbury - Dec. 2025 

Development Activity Report received from Plan360 of Southeast Regional 
Service Commission shows two building permits issued for the Town of 
Salisbury region in December, 2025. 

Included is a permit for a single dwelling unit, construction of which is 
valued at $468,700. 
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6. PUBLIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

There was one item under Public and Administrative Presentations. 

 Councillor Bannister joined the meeting at 7:06 PM.  

6.1  Presentation - Alternative Residences Inc. - Alan Pendergast 

Alan Pendergast of Alternative Residences Inc. joined the meeting for a 
presentation on their plan to open, on April 1, a 10-bed supportive housing 
facility, staffed 24-7, at their new location at 46762 Homestead Road. 

He said he has been attempting to reach out to their new neighbours to 
inform them of their plans, having met with three neighbours already. 

Having served as a residential care facility in the past, 46762 Homestead 
is already correctly zoned for this type of facility, so Council's approval was 
not required. 

Alternative Residences has been in operation in New Brunswick for over 
40 years and is the largest registered not-for-profit charitable organization 
in Greater Moncton that provides shelter, support services, and amenities 
for individuals living with mental illness, and works in partnership with New 
Brunswick's two health authorities, Social Development, and other 
community agencies such as CMHA. 

Council thanked Alan Pendergast for his presentation. 

7. REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND PRIVATE 
MEETINGS 

There were no items this meeting under Reports and Recommendations from 
Committees and Private Meetings. 
 

8. REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION 

Under Reports from Administration, there were five items, three of which 
concerned grant requests. 

8.1 Petition in Opposition to Rezoning Application, Homestead Road PID 
01052695  

Attached to Item 8.1 were the previously acknowledged petition 
submissions, filed with the Clerk's Office in January, in opposition to the 
rezoning of PID 01052695. 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Dykstra 

THAT pursuant to the Town’s Procedural By-law, Council accept the 
petition received on both January 16 and January 21, 2026, for 
information. 
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Motion Carried 
 

8.2 Election of Deputy Mayor 

As outlined to Council by the Clerk, this was the regular time of year for 
Council's election of a new Deputy Mayor, which is a position revisited 
annually. 

The recommendation from Administration, following consultation with the 
Mayor, was to postpone the selection of a new Deputy Mayor until after 
the May 11 Municipal Election. 

Deputy Mayor O'Blenis agreed to remain in the role. 

Moved by: Councillor Bannister 
Seconded by: Councillor Thorne 

THAT in light of the approaching General Municipal Elections, Council 
extend the current Deputy Mayor Term for Councillor O’Blenis until May 
2026 and re-commence the Deputy Mayor election cycle as of the June 
Regular Council Meeting, following the May election.  

Motion Carried 
 

8.3 Grant Requests 

There were three grants up for consideration. 

8.3.a Salisbury Farmers and Artisans Market 

Item 8.3.a concerned a grant request from the Salisbury Farmer and 
Artisans Market. 

This followed a presentation at the January Regular Council Meeting. 

Moved by: Councillor Colwell 
Seconded by: Councillor Gallant 

THAT Council approve the request from the Salisbury Farmers and 
Artisans Co-Operative Ltd. for a multi-year grant request totalling 
$5,000 per annum for a term of five (5) years and direct Administration 
to prepare a standard multi-year grant agreement, authorizing the 
Clerk and Mayor to sign and affix the corporate seal accordingly. 

Motion Carried 
 

8.3.b Salisbury Regional School - Theatre Upgrade 

Salisbury Regional School submitted a grant request as part of their 
fundraising for a $145,000 theatre upgrade to install state-of-the-art 
sound, lighting, and video streaming capabilities. 
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With SRS having already received annual grants of $5,000 from the 
Town from each of the 2025 and 2026 budgets, the recommendation 
was to commit another $10,000 for a total contribution of $20,000 from 
the Town toward the theatre campaign. 

Moved by: Councillor Bannister 
Seconded by: Councillor Colwell 

THAT Council approve a one time grant in the amount of $10,000 to 
Salisbury Regional School to help with the repairs and upgrade to the 
theatre, requiring an agreement whereby the School also contributes 
the 2025 and 2026 multi-year grants ($5,000 each) towards the 
upgrades, for a total contribution of $20,000. 

On the Question, Councillor Thorne expressed hesitancy, given the 
Town's current two grant commitments to SRS, but also understands 
the applicant's need to stack funding. 

Mayor Campbell noted there is already a buzz about this project in the 
local performing arts community. 

Councillor Colwell mused if the Financial Assistance in Recreation, or 
FAR, program could be adjusted in the future to allow more funds to 
flow toward individual student or youth group fundraising activities, 
such as for arts and extracurricular activities. 

Councillor Dykstra questioned having towns help pay for things at 
schools, if it is the best use of municipal tax dollars, wondering if other 
municipalities are asked to do this, using Moncton as an example. 

Councillor Gallant noted that putting significant funds toward one thing 
can create a hole somewhere else. 

In the end, Council opted to return to this request at the March 9 
Regular Council Meeting. 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Bannister 

THAT this be tabled to March 9 for a decision. 

Motion Carried 
 

8.3.c Salisbury Taekwondo 

Clerk explained the grant request from Salisbury Taekwondo for 
funding to help less fortunate students with their costs. 
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Administration advised that it may be more suitable that the program 
instead look at a multi-year grant request, adding that the organization, 
or more specifically its students, would benefit more by seeking 
individual or family assistance through the Town's Financial Assistance 
in Recreation, or FAR, program. 

Moved by: Councillor Colwell 
Seconded by: Councillor Thorne 

THAT Council not approve the grant request from Salisbury 
Taekwondo to help with monthly fees for less fortunate students at this 
time but encourage the students to apply for funding through the FAR 
Program as well as suggest that the applicant may want to consider 
applying for a multi-year grant for the program. 

Motion Carried 
 

9. BY-LAWS 

There was one item under By-laws this meeting. 

9.1 First and Second Readings, Amendments to By-laws No. 16 and 17 (re: 
Rezoning PID 01052695) 

CAO provided some background on the proposed by-law amendments in 
Item 9.1. 

At the January 26 Public Hearing, regarding a rezoning application for 
Homestead Road site PID 01052695, a summary of input received was 
read into the record. 

CAO noted that at this point, requirements of the Community Planning Act 
had been fulfilled by Council and they must now make a decision on the 
readings of the attached by-laws to amend the relevant land use By-laws. 

He further explained that even if first and second readings were to pass 
following debate at this meeting, the matter would remain undecided until 
third and final reading is held, eligible to take place at the March 9 Regular 
Council Meeting. 

For Council’s consideration, CAO provided more written public feedback 
on the proposal, as well as in reference to nearby pit operations, zoning, 
and whether or not this proposed use could facilitate the expansion of an 
unrelated nearby use. 
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Moved by: Councillor Dykstra 
Seconded by: Councillor Thorne 

THAT Council have first and second reading of By-law No. 16-1, a By-law 
to Amend By-law No. 16, Town of Salisbury Municipal Plan, to change 
designation on the Future Land Use Map for PID 01052695, with the Clerk 
reading By-law No. 16-1 in full for first reading and having second reading 
by-title only. 

On the Question, Councillor Dykstra asked why Industrial is used as the 
zoning term in this case when this is more "Commercial" in nature? 

It was explained that Council already decided during its municipal plan 
consolidation in 2025 to go with the terms Light Industrial and Industrial. 

Introduction of the term Commercial for a designation could take place 
when the municipal plan and zoning by-law are reviewed and updated in 
the future. 

Last year's exercise was a consolidation of the existing planning 
documents rather than a complete rewrite. 

Motion Carried 

First Reading - Clerk proceeded to read By-law No. 16-1, a By-law to 
Amend By-law No. 16, Town of Salisbury Municipal Plan, in full. 

Second Reading - Clerk then read By-law No. 16-1, a By-law to Amend 
By-law No. 16, Town of Salisbury Municipal Plan, by title only. 

Moved by: Councillor Colwell 
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor O'Blenis 

THAT Council have first and second reading of By-law No. 17-1, a By-law 
to Amend By-law No. 17, Town of Salisbury Zoning By-law, to change 
zoning on PID 01052695, with the Clerk reading By-law No. 17-1 in full for 
first reading and having second reading by-title only. 

Motion Carried 

First Reading - Clerk proceeded to read By-law No. 17-1, a By-law to 
Amend By-law No. 17, Town of Salisbury Zoning By-law, in full. 

Second Reading - Clerk then read By-law No. 17-1, a By-law to Amend 
By-law No. 17, Town of Salisbury Zoning By-law, by title only. 

Both By-law amendments can return at the March 9 Regular Council 
Meeting for Third Reading. 
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10. CLOSED SESSION 

Council had to enter into a Closed Session for discussion of Item 10.1, as it was 
of a financial nature and its information is protected under Section 68(1)(c) of the 
Local Governance Act of New Brunswick. 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Gallant 

THAT Council hold a recess. (8:21 PM) 

Motion Carried 
 

RECESS 

  

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Bannister 

THAT Council return to the meeting. (8:28 PM) 

Motion Carried 
 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Bannister 

THAT Council enter into a Closed Session. (8:29 PM) 

Motion Carried 
 

10.1 Financial (68(1)(c) Local Governance Act) 

11. MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS' STATEMENTS/INQUIRIES 

(Meeting returned from Closed Session at 9:55 PM following a motion to return 
(2026-033), moved by Councillor Thorne and seconded by Councillor Bannister.) 

Basketball - Mayor Campbell praised SRS basketball teams' performances in 
regional competition on the weekend. 

12. NOTICES OF MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

There was one item under Notices of Motions or Resolutions. 

12.1 Text Amendment for Shipping Containers as Vending Facilities, 
Commence Public Process 

The meeting concluded with a prepared motion to set March 9, 2026, as 
the date for a public hearing for a proposed text amendment to the Zoning 
By-law that would permit the use of shipping containers as temporary 
vending facilities. 



 

 9 

Moved by: Councillor Dykstra 
Seconded by: Councillor Gallant 

WHEREAS Council has agreed to consider a text amendment to By-law 
No. 17, The Town of Salisbury Zoning By-law, to permit shipping 
containers to be used as a temporary/seasonal vending facility and for this 
to be a permitted use within the Community Use zone. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Salisbury directs that 
the appropriate by-law be prepared to amend the Zoning By-law as it 
pertains to the above noted changes; that the proposed by-law be referred 
to the Southeast Planning Review and Adjustment Committee (PRAC) for 
their views at the February regular meeting of PRAC; that the notice of 
intention requirements of the Community Planning Act be fulfilled with 
respect to the proposed text amendment, and sets the Regular council 
meeting on March 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM, in the Council Chambers at the 
Municipal Office, 56 Douglas Street, Salisbury, NB, at as the date, time 
and place for the Public Hearing of consideration of objections to the 
proposed by-law. 

Motion Carried 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by: Councillor Gallant 

THAT the meeting be adjourned. (9:57 PM) 

Motion Carried 
 

 
 
_________________________ 

Chair 

 

_________________________ 

Clerk 

 


