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SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

 
Friday, February 27, 2026, 8:00 AM 

 
Members Present: Mayor Rob Campbell 
 Councillor Jason Gallant 
 Councillor Phyllis Bannister 
 Councillor Sarah Colwell 
 Deputy Mayor Nathan O'Blenis 
 Councillor Stephanie Thorne 
  
Members Absent: Councillor John-Wiebe Dykstra 
  
Staff Present: Austin Henderson, CAO 
 Dianne Ayles, Clerk/Treasurer 
 Scott Landry, Assistant Clerk 

______ 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting, held virtually, was called to order at 8:00 AM. 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Moved by: Councillor Bannister 
Seconded by: Councillor Gallant 

THAT the Agenda be adopted. 

Motion Carried 
 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS 

Mayor Campbell noted that Conflict of Interest Declaration forms are available 
should any councillor need to fill one out to submit to the Clerk. 
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4. REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND PRIVATE 
MEETINGS 

4.1 Recommendations (2) from Closed Session - January 12, 2026 

Under Reports and Recommendations from Committees and Private 
Meetings, there were two recommendations coming out of the Closed 
Session held during the January 12, 2026, Regular Council Meeting. 

4.1.a Recommendation from Closed Session - January 12, 2026 

Land Purchase Agreement 

This was the first of two recommendations stemming from discussion 
in Closed Session of Council on January 12, 2026, for which 
information was protected under Sections 68(1)(c), 68(1)(d), and 
68(1)(e) of the Local Governance Act of New Brunswick. 

As explained by CAO, the Agreements, this one and the following 
(4.1.b), come after several months of negotiation, advocacy, and 
collaboration on the part of the Town with multiple partners, intended to 
recognize the general investment of the construction of a new school. 
More specifically, this lays the foundation for a site for a new 
Elementary School that is centrally-located in the Town Centre and in 
proximity to existing recreational and community infrastructure, all the 
while laying the foundation for future amenities, as well. In tandem, it 
secures the existing assets that have always been at-risk due to being 
owned by the Province, despite the Town being responsible for their 
maintenance and operations; that is, the baseball fields. 

The intent here - to enter into an Agreement between the Town of 
Salisbury and Fred Colpitts Ltd. for the acquisition of 20.1 acres of land 
on the current PID 70699103 for a purchase price of $735,000, plus 
interest, between 2026 and the closing date and as-per the conditions 
of the Agreement. 

Moved by: Deputy Mayor O'Blenis 
Seconded by: Councillor Gallant 

THAT the Council of the Town of Salisbury approve the Agreement of 
Purchase and Sale of Real Property between Fred Colpitts Ltd. and 
the Town of Salisbury to acquire 20.1 acres of current PID 70699103, 
subject to the terms of the Agreement, and authorize the Clerk and 
Mayor to sign and affix the corporate seal accordingly. 

Motion Carried 
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4.1.b Recommendation from Closed Session - January 12, 2026 

Land Exchange Agreement 

This was the second recommendation related to discussion in Closed 
Session on January 12, again, for which information was protected 
under Sections 68(1)(c), 68(1)(d), and 68(1)(e) of the Local 
Governance Act. 

This agreement sees the Town provide the 20.1 acres (of PID 
70699103) to the Province of New Brunswick for $1 to become the 
location of the future Elementary School. In exchange for the provision 
of these lands, the Province will: 

- Provide approximately 12 acres of land on current PID 00816868 (the 
current SES/SRS school lands) that houses the baseball fields, former 
bike park, and Woodland Trail/wooded area; 
- And allocate approximately 3.8 acres of land on the newly-acquired 
PID (70699103) for a future Recreation Centre. 

The ratifications in Items 4.1.a and 4.1.b, and the resolution in the 
Agenda Item 5.1 to follow, are the procedural items required to pursue 
and obtain the authorization to borrow from the Municipal Capital 
Borrowing Board (MCBB). 

Moved by: Councillor Bannister 
Seconded by: Councillor Thorne 

THAT the Council of the Town of Salisbury approve the Land Exchange 
Agreement, with revisions proposed, between His Majesty the King in 
Right of the Province of New Brunswick (as represented by the 
Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development) to provide the 
acquired land in exchange for a portion of current provincial lands, 
whereby the Town of Salisbury will become the owner of the baseball 
fields and surrounding lands, in addition to the recipient of 
approximately 3.8 acres on the new parcel for the purposes of a future 
recreation facility and authorize the Clerk and Mayor to sign and affix 
the corporate seal accordingly. 

Motion Carried 
 

5. NOTICES OF MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS  

There was one item under Notices of Motions and Resolutions. 

5.1 Authorization for Application to the New Brunswick Municipal Capital 
Borrowing Board (MCBB) 

The following resolution was dependent on the passage of the motions 
under Items 4.1.a and 4.1.b of the Agenda. 
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The Town is required to submit a notice of application by March 4, 2026, to 
the Community Finances Branch at the Department of Environment and 
Local Government (NB DELG). This is the deadline for the April hearing, 
given public notification must also occur. The Town will also submit 
additional information to DELG, including debt profile projections, the 
Town's five-year capital plan, etc. The 2026 Capital Plan has $735,000 
allocated, in borrowed funds, for this project. 

MCBB borrowing authority is required before the land is formally 
subdivided. This is why the closing date for the purchase is in May, since 
the MCBB requires 14 business days from the hearing to provide their 
decision. Once this decision is received, the Town will be able to purchase 
the land. 

Moved by: Councillor Thorne 
Seconded by: Councillor Bannister 

THAT the Municipality of Salisbury submits to the Municipal Capital 
Borrowing Board an application for authorization to borrow money (or 
guarantee the repayment of money borrowed or to enter into a lease, 
lease-purchase, or purchase arrangement) in an amount not to exceed 
$800,000 for the following: 

• Purpose: land acquisition (general government) 

• Term: 20 years 

• Amount: $800,000 

Motion Carried 

In a statement, Mayor Campbell credited the persistence, passion, and 
belief of the residents of Salisbury in this education and recreation vision 
for the Town's future, calling this a historic day for the community, and 
thanking everyone involved for making this happen. 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by: Councillor Bannister 

THAT the meeting be adjourned. (8:12 AM) 

Motion Carried 

_________________________ 

Chair 

 

_________________________ 

Clerk 


